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General Introduction 

 

Hi everyone, my name is Mark Peters and I have been the Lead Pastor of North 

Shore Alliance Church, in North Vancouver, for the last ten years. In the two years 

leading up to General Assembly 2018, I had the privilege of serving on the 

Committee of Baptism and Membership. The resolution that our committee 

recommended was adopted by Assembly. The reason for this video is to provide 

clarity on what the resolution means, and, to offer a potential process for 

implementation. But first, allow me to offer a few brief words on how we got here. 

 

A Brief History: Leading up to Assembly 2016, a Baptism and Membership 

Committee was created to examine the following question, “Why does the C&MA 

require believer’s baptism of those seeking to become members of a local Alliance 

church?” 

 

After examining the issue, the Committee, along with the Board of Directors, 

concluded that there were no clear, compelling, or explicit theological reasons that 

either encourage or insist upon the C&MA’s current practice of requiring believer’s 

baptism from those being taken into local church membership. These conclusions 

were presented to Assembly in 2016. 

 

Coming out of Assembly 2016, our President created an ad hoc Baptism and 

Membership committee to address the following issues:  
 

a) A clear definition of “believer’s baptism”, 
 

b) A clear rationale for why the C&MA requires believer’s baptism as a 

prerequisite for membership, 
 

c) A clear definition of “local church membership”, and 
 

d) Proposed requirements for formal local church membership. 

 

The work of our Committee was presented to the Board, which recommended that 

our proposal regarding requirements for local church membership be adopted, 

which was done at Assembly 2018. 
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So What Resolution Did Assembly 2018 Adopt? 

 

Now reading from our amended Local Church Constitution (Article 6 – 

Membership): 

 

The qualifications for membership include a credible testimony of faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ before members of the Board; believer's baptism; a 

commitment to the principles of the Preamble; a commitment to the 

Purpose (Article 2), and statement of faith (Article 3) of this church; 

submission to the discipline procedures of The Christian and Missionary 

Alliance in Canada; and such further qualifications as may be specified in 

the bylaws. 

 

While affirming the above as normative, the Board of Elders may discern 

on a case by case basis whether to extend membership to individuals who 

were baptized as infants and who now present a credible testimony of faith 

in the Lord Jesus Christ before members of the Board; a commitment to 

the principles of the Preamble; a commitment to the Purpose (Article 2), 

and statement of faith (Article 3) of this church; submission to the 

discipline procedures of The Christian and Missionary Alliance in Canada; 

and such further qualifications as may be specified in the bylaws. 

 

What Does This Amendment Mean? 

 

As is stated in Article 5 of our Local Church Constitution: 

 

Believer’s baptism and the Lord’s Supper are recognized as the two 

ordinances of the Church as commanded by the Lord Jesus Christ. Baptism 

is an act of obedience for all believers. While other modes of believer’s 

baptism are recognized, baptism by immersion is taught and practiced as 

the Scriptural mode.” 

 

While we recognize that the mode and timing of baptism have been matters of 

theological debate for centuries, it is our conviction that believer’s baptism – by 

immersion – makes the best sense of the biblical data. What this means is that at 

every level, the C&MA remains committed to preaching, teaching, and practicing 

believer’s baptism. In other words, C&MA churches will not practice or promote 

infant baptism. 
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That being said, the amendment to the constitution now allows the possibility of 

extending membership to someone who was baptized as an infant; this possibility is 

intended to be an exception to normal practice. In other words, we want to stress 

strongly that local C&MA churches will not automatically accept into membership 

believers who were baptized as infants. Hence the need for a discernment process. 

 

What Might a Discernment Process Look Like? 

 

The Bible describes two expressions of the Church—universal and local. The 

universal Church is made up only of those who are in Christ. Admission to the 

universal Church is granted by Jesus Christ who is able to judge between those who 

believe and those who do not.1 The Bible also speaks of the local church. In the 

book of Acts, people who responded to the good news of Jesus were added to the 

church2; in other words, they became and were treated as members. 

 

When it comes to membership in a local church, even though separately identifiable 

churches developed,3 there are no specifics given as to the requirements for local 

church membership beyond being a member in the universal Church. 

 

When it comes to admitting members to a C&MA church, our Local Church 

Constitution gives us clear criteria to guide our decision-making. Does the 

candidate have a credible testimony of faith? Do they affirm the C&MA Statement of 

Faith? Have they experienced believer’s baptism? And so on…  

 

The question becomes, what, if any, special criteria should be used by an Elders’ 

Board in discerning whether an infant-baptized believer should be welcomed into 

membership. 

 

I want to suggest that most Alliance churches already have a process in place that 

can be utilized. For example, most Alliance Churches require that baptismal 

candidates attend a class where they are taught about what baptism is and why it 

matters. Alliance churches require that each baptismal candidate, subsequent to 

the class, be interviewed by the members of the Board. The purpose of the 

interview is to ensure that the candidate has a credible testimony of faith, and that 

she or he understands the meaning and importance of baptism. If baptism is a part 

of one’s discipleship – and it is – understanding its meaning and importance is 

critical to spiritual development. 

                                                           
1   John 10:27; cf. Matt 3:12; 25:31-46. 
2  Acts 2:40-47 
3  Consider the distinct local churches addressed at I Corinthians 1:2a and II Corinthians 1:1b; Galatians 1:2b; 1 

Thessalonians 1:1b; II Thessalonians 1:1b.  
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I would suggest that this same process can be used for a membership candidate 

who was baptized as an infant. Many of the Christian traditions that practice infant 

baptism later invite the individual to walk through a confirmation (discipleship) 

process that includes teaching on the meaning of baptism, and a public confession 

of faith. During the membership process, the infant-baptized believer can be asked 

to articulate the meaning and importance of their baptism. If they are unable to do 

so, they could be encouraged to attend an upcoming baptismal class, and/or to 

consider the possibility of experiencing believer’s baptism.  

 

When an Elders’ Board sits down with a membership candidate, they are looking for 

the Spirit’s affirmation through discerning prayer, verbal evidence as already 

stated, and physical evidence, or fruit, that bears witness to Christ’s presence in 

their lives. The Elders’ Board is looking for a measure of alignment between what 

people profess and how they live. The fact that one was baptized as a believer 

doesn’t mean that he or she is automatically admitted to membership; the same is 

true for the one who was infant baptized. 

 

Does the candidate’s life bear witness to the transforming work of the Holy Spirit? 

Are they committed to discipleship? Are they committed to reading the Scriptures, 

to prayer, and other spiritual disciplines? Are they committed to serving according 

to their gifts? Are they engaged in mission? These questions can serve as criteria to 

determine the suitability of candidates for membership, both for those who have 

been infant baptized, as well as for those who have experienced believer’s baptism. 


