
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Transitions are not always easy but this #31 issue of CONNECTOR will be focused on those who 
have transitioned to a new season of life, those who are in process of transitioning and those who 
have made their final transition into their eternal home. 

 
Since POWER Team started, I have been amazed at the push-back or 
reaction to the word “retirement”.  I hear people say that “Christians 
and especially clergy never retire”, or “retirement is not in the Bible”.  I 
found it interesting 
that when we had 
the opportunity at 
a General 
Assembly to 
welcome IWs who 
were returning 
from overseas 
ministries, I was 

told not to use the word “retirement” but 
“transition”.  So our acrostic of POWER in our 
name –the “R” standing for “Retirement” is frowned upon so we replaced it with: “re-assignment, re-
alignment, retreading, re-deployed etc”. 
 
The only verse that mentions retirement is Numbers 8:25-26 “And from the age of fifty years they 
shall withdraw (cease, retire or work no more-depending on the translation) from the duty of 
the service…. They minister to their brothers in the tent of meeting by keeping guard….”  My 
understanding of this is, with all the sacrifices the Levites had to manage, one had to be an Atlas so 
those over 50 were to retire and be the next generations greatest supporters and encouragers. 
 
Whatever you are comfortable with, let us give God the glory that He has seen us come to this 
season of our life to transition to a new assignment at a different pace and maybe in a different place. 
 
Betty and I made that transition into retirement nearly 6 years ago. I was asked to continue on a part-
time basis for two years and then we volunteered to continue for 2 years leading our Seniors ministry 
at Rexdale. In all, completing 50 years of ministry under the Canadian Alliance banner.  We have 
continued to serve by mentoring a New Venture pastor in our area, leading the POWER Team 
Nationally as well as in the CC District and producing the CONNECTOR. We believe you will enjoy 
being brought up to date with those in this changing season of life/ministry.  In fact, we have too much 
to share with you in this issue so will be sending out another in a month’s time. 
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New Transitions 
 

 Tim & Brenda Tjosvold  
 
  As I think about the transition chapter, into retirement, that 
Brenda and I have been in on for the last couple years, it’s hit me that all 
my life has been transition. Before I left home at 17 years of age, my 
family had moved 8 times. My two years of home service were in two 
different churches, one in Ontario and the other in Alberta. In our mission 
career, Brenda and I spent one year in France, to learn the language. 
Then we moved through 4 homes in Ivory Coast in the next 3 years. Our 
first home assignment had us living in 2 different places in one year. Our 
next four-year term in Ivory Coast saw us move every year and saw our 
ministry change five times. 
Then we were blessed with a 
full 3 years doing the same 

thing as Missionary-in-Residence at Canadian Theological 
Seminary. A return to the field and we served at a Bible 
institute for the four years, but we did move to a second 
house before finishing that four-year term. And, after that, 
we changed countries a couple times. 
 
  In total, we have lived in over 30 homes since our 
wedding in March, 1978. And what about our ministries? 
Ya. They changed crazy too.  I won’t even try to start a list. Transition has been the story of our life 
and you know what? IT’S BEEN GREAT!!!! Here are a couple of the many lessons we have learned 
along the way. 
 
1. A look at the Great Commission – It says GO. Who is the One who said GO? That was GOD! And 
because He is that way, it is GOOD! Don’t ever forget that perspective – GO! GOD! GOOD! Add one 
letter at a time and it’s fantastic. Going, which can be pretty uncomfortable, is GOOD, as it is in 
obedience to the wonderful Father who sends us out. 
 
2. Always look at what God promises to those to whom he assigns difficult tasks. Check them out. 
There is Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joshua, Gideon, Moses, Jeremiah and a bunch more. Well, we see 
“with you” 465 times in the ESV with 22 of those being in a promise. When He gives an impossible 
job, the same promise always comes with it. That promise is, “I WILL BE WITH YOU!!!” Hallelujah! As 
we move, in obedience to God, He comes along. OOPS! Make that, “He goes ahead” and He 
prepares the way and then He IS there for us when we arrive AND ALWAYS! 
 
  To close, I am thankful that the Lord has been showing us this wonderful truth through songs 
he has given us. One of those songs, is Carman’s “Fear not My Child”. It says,  

 
Fear not my Child 
I’m with you always. 
I feel every pain and every tear I see.  
Fear not my child I’m with you always. 
I know how to care for what belongs to me.  

(Check it out at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBWeoC-dNtM ) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBWeoC-dNtM


We have settled in Langley, BC, to be close to our eldest 
daughter, her husband and four fantastic, crazy grandsons. 
We are helping out in a Missions Coach position in BC, 
volunteering and doing what we can to help connect our 
IWs and the churches here. 
We plan to continue with 
that. Brenda is working at a 
farm market, which is 
owned by friends of ours, 2 

days a week. That makes money for our trips to see our other kids. I 
am very involved with the Kairos program. I am also checking out work with the area social services 
to help with respite for kids with special challenges. And we are very thankful for the good retirement 
situation that the Alliance Family set up for us. 
Tim 
 

Fern Buszowski -WCD 
 
I retired in October 2017 after clearly sensing God was preparing me for some next steps in 
equipping leaders and to pave the way for younger leaders to step into leadership who need to gain 
experience and a livelihood to support their families.   

 
My role was Pastor of Counselling and Soul Care at First 
Alliance Church (FAC) - James Paton is our Senior Pastor 
and we still attend there. I did counselling, spiritual 
direction, and led teams in Sojourning, and a program 
called UNSTUCK (soul care and shame resiliency).  We 
have attended First Alliance since 1991(when we moved 
from east (Ottawa) to west (Calgary)) and first became 
believers through this church in 1992. Both Steve and I 
have a MA in Leadership and Ministry through Ambrose 
Seminary, and I took an additional year to get my 
counselling through Providence and a Spiritual Direction 
certificate at Anam Cara an urban centre of Kingsfold 
Retreat Centre here in Alberta.  My desire was to integrate 
these fields into a unique type of ministry guiding people to 
deeper wholeness. 
 
Prior to being on staff for 6 years at FAC, I was at Ambrose 
in the Student Development area doing Career and 
Vocational planning with the students (Undergrad and 

Seminary) for 9 years. This is where I first met Peter and Sharon Ralph. I still do the annual 
assessments with Ambrose (MBTI, EQi 2.0 (emotional intelligence), and am starting the GripBirkman 
with the Behavioral Science Students in January). I also do Grip-Birkman debriefing with new workers 
through the CMA district office and am on “special assignment” from time to time to do the odd thing 
for smaller churches who do not have all the resources.  
 
My husband Steve is finishing up his role as an Elder at FAC in November 2019, and is the Secretary 
of the Elder’s Board, and on the Governance Committee and a Small Group Coach of small group 
leaders. Steve works for the National Energy board as an IT Project Manager and retires April 1, 
2019. He has been diligently working on a Coaching Certificate over the last few years, has finished 



all the classes and is working on his hours towards certification. He is also a Grip-Birkman coach and 
wants to encourage others through a coaching ministry once retired.  
 
Steve is 65 and I am 62. We have 2 married adult daughters and 2 grandchildren, a 3rd on the way. 
Our daughters were educated at Ambrose as are their husbands.  Our sons-in-law are wonderful. 
One is a CMA Licensed worker and Chaplain with the Army reserves and will be transferring full-time 
in a matter of days, and the other is a Project Manager. Our daughters combine raising their children 
with extra part-time work. One is a photographer, and the other works from home for Harvey 
Matchullis with Encompass Partnerships.  
 
I am a Coach Trainer for Grip-Birkman and think this is a wonderful place for retired workers to give 
back. So, if any of the retired folks want to become a Grip-Birkman coach, we’d be happy to train up 
some teams to go out and serve the smaller churches and teams. Not only is it valuable, it equips and 
releases people into new places of freedom to embrace who they are and how God has made them, 
and its an awful lot of fun too!! The Grip-Birkman is being used for pastoral teams, church staff, 
boards etc. There is lots of value in it. 
 
In answer to your question about Spain…. 
In December 2018, we spent 5 days with the Canadian IW’s doing a Grip-Birkman team debrief and 
covering some concepts around emotional intelligence, diversity, etc. on teams and the impact of 
stewarding all of it to God’s glory. I have developed a 5-day workshop and exercises for team 
exploration and processing.  We were blessed to have this exposure to our IWs.   
  
 
Blessings, 
Fern 
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Those still retiring/transitioning 
 

Howard & Marilyn Woodruff 
 
Marilyn and I are retired, living in Edmonton, Alberta, where our two adult children and our four 
"mostly adult" grandchildren make their home.  We have been married more than 61 years and are 
still living in our own house, where we have lived for more than 21 years.  
      
We thank God that both of us enjoy good health 
for two octogenarians.  I have suffered 
considerable hearing loss and Marilyn has a bit 
of arthritis.  Fortunately, she can still play the 
piano which she does for church senior events 
and for funerals.  And thankfully both of us can 
still drive. 
 
God has been very good to us!  We pastored six 
Alliance congregations over a period of 41 years, 
and I served as prison chaplain both at Peace 
River, Alberta, and at Fort Saskatchewan, 
Alberta.  I was 78 when I became fully retired on 
December 31, 2010, after serving at the jail at 
Fort Saskatchewan for 13 years. 



 
We are members of Beulah Alliance Church, the oldest Alliance Church in Western Canada.  It is also 
one of the largest ones with two satellite congregations and a weekend attendance of about 3,000.   
 
 Both of us have been active with the monthly senior's luncheon at the church, occasional "potlucks," 
and a weekly breakfast with mostly Beulah seniors at a nearby A&W.  Marilyn, and another pastor's 
wife, also hold a semiannual "lunch get-together" for Alliance retired workers of the Edmonton area.  
 
Both Marilyn and I loved to travel, and over the years we have enjoyed a number of cruises and bus 
tours.  In 1988 we hosted a tour-group of 27  
to Israel.  However, as we are getting older, we have neither the energy nor the cash to travel great 
distances.  Besides, travel insurance is no longer affordable. 
 
In closing, I wish all of my fellow retirees a year of great blessing in 2019.   
We hope to have one too!  God bless you all! 
 
Yours in His love, 
Howard & Marilyn Woodruff 
 

POWER Team wants to bless Howard and Marilyn who were part of the investigation group for 
expanding this ministry in western Canada.  They realized the importance of keeping our Alliance IWs 
and pastors connected and encouraged as we transition into different seasons of our lives. 
 

Earl & Barb Case 
We have been enjoying retirement and settling into life in 
Canada. It has been a wonderful blessing to be within driving 
distance of our kids and to be able to see them more than once 
a year. Barb has a sister who spends 4 months of the year here 
in Killarney and Earl’s sister has now moved here and is living 
just two doors down from us!  We were even able to have Earl’s 
mom come and stay with us for two weeks this fall. We are very 
thankful for our family, for the new friends that we have found 
here, and of course for the friends who have been faithful and 
true over the years.  We have now experienced two Canadian 
winters.  
 
This year we have had the urge to seek out a warmer climate for part of the winter months, but we 
couldn’t justify taking a vacation just for our own enjoyment. We wanted a time away where we could 
be of some service for God’s kingdom. We contacted Envision, an arm of the C&MA which expedites 
short term mission trips, and they connected us with the newly formed Bridgeway School in Mexico 
City. Bridgeway is associated with Teach Beyond, formerly part of the Janz Team ministries. We 
traveled to Mexico City on Jan. 5 to help with the school’s after school program and in whatever other 
capacity they can use us. We were there until Feb. 12. We rented an airbnb near the school and 
looked forward to getting to know the folks serving there and a new culture.  
 
We had a wonderful time in Mexico City.  We spent about 4 hours a day assisting the different 
teachers from kindergarten to grade 6. In the end that was all we could handle as we adjusted to the 
altitude. We were exhausted by the end of our day. We had a wonderful time touring the city and 



taking in the sites. We were able to visit 3 of the 
Alliance Churches in the city. Earl shared about 
our mission experience in one of the churches that 
has a real heart for missions and which will very 
soon be sending Mexican workers out 
internationally. We had the opportunity to spend 
time with several members of the Canadian team 
there. At this time, we are considering a return trip 
in order to allow the guesthouse couple to come 
home for their daughter's wedding. 
 
Life in Killarney is quite laid back in comparison to 
the hectic lifestyle of living in a large city in a third 
world country. Our exploits involve bowling, 
shuffleboard, and the seniors’ center. We have 
become active in a local Baptist church and have 

been helping to lead the Alpha program. Earl has spoken a few times and Barb is involved in the 
music ministry. We periodically try to make the trip to Brandon to stay connected with our sending 
fellowship at Grand Valley Church 
In Him and for Him, Barb & Earl 
  

 
Multiple Staff still transitioning after Serving at Rexdale 
 
For over 10 years, Rexdale worked on having a 
smooth transition of 4 of its “aging” staff to greener 
pastures. Ministry was being blessed so leadership did 
not take too seriously that time does not stop so it was 
not until staff members drew their lines in the sand that 
retirement/transition actually took place.  
We all served together at Rexdale. Sunder for over 36 
years, Wayne for over 23 of those years and Heather 
for 11 years and Nancy Scott for 6 years.. 
 
We have not retired from life but have been 
“redeployed” into a new season of life and ministry 
 

.  Nancy (Black) Scott was the youngest and for 

some reason God chose to take her unto Himself.  
That was a great loss to the Rexdale family.   
.  

Heather Peat was the first to make this transition.  She moved into a Seniors Residence before 

retiring and is now active in some of the ministries there.  For a period of time she managed the 
foodbank.  She presently oversees JOY Fellowship (Just Older Youth), a ministry to seniors.  This 
sees around ninety-five people attending with close to fifty percent people who do not attend a 
church. JOY--Hymn Sing and a Weekly Bible Study Group give a great opportunity to share the 
gospel with Seniors in the area.   
With Wayne and Betty and a few others, Heather helps to assist Nettie Black (99 years old and the 
mother of Nancy Scott (mentioned above) as she longingly awaits her call home. 
 



Wayne Kerr -the most senior of this group of 4, transitioned out of full-time pastoral ministry in 

2013 -into part time and then volunteering at Rexdale until summer of 2018. (the last 6 months 
leading the Seniors with a two- hour commute from St. Thomas).  Wayne & Betty give volunteer 
leadership to POWER Team nationally and to the Central Canadian District POWER Team.  In his 
spare time while not cycling, he mentors a New Ventures pastor and puts together the CONNECTOR 
which Betty edits/changes. 
 

Sunder Krishnan -the last to transition, has the privilege to devote himself to his two major 

callings—teaching Gods Word wherever he is invited to do so, and mentoring  the next generation of 

pastors and leaders whom God brings across his path. The Lord has opened doors for him, both 

globally and here within US and Canada, in churches and in various para church and missions 

organizations.  In January 2019 he and Shyamala served for two weeks in SE Asia, speaking to 270 

international workers from mission organization, Pioneer’s International, and then to 170 individuals 

who occupy leadership positions in the organization from a much larger region of the world.  

  

 

IWs still serving 

 
Do you want to see some of our 
seasoned POWER Team members? 
This 2018 year-end video of thanks for 
your faithful giving to Global Advance will 
warm your heart, as you see and hear 
these servants speak.  Only one of the 
presenters is not of POWER Team age 
(that is a 2nd generation Ibsen daughter).   
 
Our membership includes those in the last 
decade of ministry so click on the following 
and enjoy. 
Use this link  
https://www.cmacan.org/partnership/  
-if this does not work, then copy it, go to your internet and paste it in the https://www line and it will 
work 
 
 

  

https://www.cmacan.org/partnership/
https://www/


Those Transitioned to Their Eternal Home 
 

Garth Hunt -you may recall that in our August 2018 issue of CONNECTOR we had Garth’s last 

letter to his friends in anticipation of his death. 
 
Now we announce his graduation to be with His Lord. He served Him faithfully with the Alliance and 

then in his development of World Serve.  
 
Garth was passionate about sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, bringing God’s 
word to the new believers and serving the local church. 
 
He served with the C&MA in Vietnam and then began working with Dr. Kenneth 
Taylor, translator of the Living Bible.  He also teamed up with Dr. Kenneth 
McVety (WCBI 1948) to translate and produce contemporary translations of the 
Bible.  Living Bibles of Canada grew into World Serve Ministries. Garth provided 
leadership for World Serve for 30 years retiring in 2006. 
 
We are thankful to the Lord for His faithful servant, Dr. Garth Hunt and for the 

eternal investments he made in the lives of thousand of believers around the world. 

 

Shirley Morris 
 
"Her children arise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her". Shirley 
always set a godly example as a mother, grandmother and wife. We are blessed! 
  
 
A missions graduate of WCBI in 1954, Shirley Irene Morris (nee Allen), was born July 11, 1931 in 
Vancouver, BC, and died in Kelowna, BC, July 3, 2018. 
   Shirley is survived by Wm. Norman Morris, her husband, whom she married at Kamloops, in 1954, 
She was a stay at home mom of four daughters and two sons. (We have fourteen grandchildren and 
three great grandsons.) 
   Shirley came to know Jesus as her personal Savior at the age of nine, in a Vacation Bible School. 
Jesus Christ was her constant companion through all her years. 
   Leaving school at 15, to work for the Royal Bank, she supported her Mother who was on a widow’s 
pension of $38.00 per month. In 1950 Shirley attended the Western Canadian 
Bible Institute in Regina, and graduated from the Missions Course in 1954.  
   Shirley was a woman deeply committed to Christ and felt called to serve in 
India with the C&MA, but in 1954 Dr. Smalley, the Foreign Secretary of the 
C&MA, advised her to take a three-year nursing course. However, the struggle 
to have four years in our College at Regina was all she could financially carry. 
   I felt very fortunate that she would accept my proposal and after I had a clear 
call to the ministry, she became a pastor's wife and served the Lord with me at 
Alliance Churches in Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia from 1955 to 
1995 (albeit, I was on an extended leave of absence after my second church, 
and in secular employment). 
  Shirley always set a godly example as a mother, grandmother and pastor’s 
wife. For the 34 years I was a pastor we raised a family of six. Shirley had influenced all our children 
to think about and pray for our missionaries abroad. Our youngest daughter Norma and (Rev. 
William) Hills of Chicago; served in Colombia and Chile for a total of nearly 20 years; and our 
youngest son Steven (with UPS) takes time out each year to minister on a mission field. (We have 14 

https://worldserve.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c211ca5f757d1bb5cc40a76d4&id=625fb6eb1b&e=dcd08d7939


grandchildren and three great grandsons.) She was truly a missionary at heart. Many of her books 
were about missions, and the Alliance Life was among her favorite magazines 
   As it can be said of many ladies, Shirley knew her place as a pastors’ wife, carried her 
responsibilities with grace, and maintained a balanced approach to duties in the home and in the 
church. The church family knew that she genuinely loved them, and was interested in them and their 
homes. Shirley has truly been a very special lady to hundreds of Alliance folks in several churches 
where I have served. In every conceivable way Shirley was one of God’s faithful servants, and I miss 
her dearly in every part of my life. 
  
Norm Morris 
 

Transitioning continues in many of our families’ lives. 

 
It is interesting that there has been some transitioning of our family to London Ontario. 
 

In this picture we have Stuart & 
Joanne Lightbody (on the right) 
who moved to London after serving 
in the NMC, to care for JoAnne’s 
parents.(  In the last 11 months 
they have experienced the loss of 
both of these dear ones.)   Next is 
Hope Reichert.  She and Richard 
chose London near the end of their 
Cuban and South American IWs 
ministry.  Richard died over a year 
ago.  Nelson Annan and wife Jan 
(far left) transitioned from Calgary 
to London in October  to be closer 
to family members in Michigan and 
Kitchener area.  Betty Kerr (and 
photographer Wayne) moved to St. 
Thomas October 2017. 
 

What a joy to connect together.   
 
In January 2019, we gathered together again, 
this time, Deb Wilkins (top left) was able to join 
with us.  Deb’s husband, Mike, who served at 
West London Alliance for 29 years recently died 
of cancer.  Since that great loss, Deb herself has 
been going through cancer treatments. 
 
We encourage you, wherever you live to make 
the effort to connect with others in your area, be 
that a few or many. 
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An Article that may bless you, challenge you, encourage you. 
 

17th Century Nuns Prayer 

Lord, you know better than I know myself, that I am growing older and will someday be old. Keep me 
from the fatal habit of thinking I must say something on every subject and on every occasion. Release 
me from craving to straighten out everybody's affairs. Make me thoughtful but not moody; helpful but 
not bossy. With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a pity not to use it all, but You know Lord that I want 
a few friends at the end.  

Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details; give 
me wings to get to the point. Seal my lips on my aches and 
pains. They are increasing, and love of rehearsing them is 
becoming sweeter as the years go by. I dare not ask for 
grace enough to enjoy the tales of others' pains, but help 
me to endure them with patience. 

I dare not ask for improved memory, but for a growing 
humility and less cocksureness when my memory seems to 
clash with the memories of others. Teach me the glorious 
lesson that occasionally I may be mistaken. 

Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a Saint - 
some of them are so hard to live with - but a sour old person 
is one of the crowning works of the devil. Give me the ability 
to see good things in unexpected places, and talents in 
unexpected people. And, give me, O Lord, the grace to tell 
them so. 

 

AMEN 
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POWER Team notes:  

 
  CONNECTOR input -we can only put into the CONNECTOR what we get from you so please 
respond with your “transition” story, your comments or suggestions.  Send to 
waynebettyk@rogers.com or contact us at 519-207-4204 
 
 Web site for POWER Team updated:  https://www.cmacan.org/ministries/ministry-networks/ 

  -check this out 
  Retiral Kit  -scroll down to Resources on the above link for this.  If you want information or know of 
someone coming toward Retirement, this may be a good resource. 
 

mailto:waynebettyk@rogers.com
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